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. you wonder, 2s you. 
how Cato's Letters have 
Currency; You who are on the Spot, 
who ſee what is done, and hear 
what is ſaid, ſo near the Scene of 
Action; well may it raiſe our 
Wonder Forty Leagues off, who have ſeldom bet- 
ter Intelligence than what is convey d to us by the 
3 Authors of the Datly , Weekly, 
Monthly iſtories. ; 
Four own Reaſon i is not one "of the leaft, why 
Letters have met with ſuch a Receptions 


% - 


14 1 


That hey s are miſchievoully bent, and writ with | 
A Deſſgu to perplex the: Adminiſt: ation, and 7 | 
ſtratt the pu lick Affairs. | 
' Thoſe that have moſtly .cry'd them. up, are 
a. Enemies to the Government; Sufferers by 
the Soath-Sea; Lovers of Satyr and Scandal; or 
weak and ignorant People, who oo 0 Judg- & 
ment of their own, . are miſled b 
the Influence of ſuch as they think can judge age ber | 


—_ Enemies to the Government, who are te [ 
fame Sort of Perſons as were Enemies to the Revo- | 
Intion, and att on the ſame Principles, if they 
have any at all, catch at every thing that helps 
to leſſen, 3 its Reputation and Power; and there is 
not a more effectual Way of doing it, than by 
the Methods this Lettey- Writer takes; to pretend 
a flaming Zeal for Liberty and the Proteſtant 
| Relig, and then do what in him lies to weaken 
the only Support of them, our preſent happy 
Conftration 3 raiſing groundleſs Fears and Jea- 
Luſſes, making odious Miſrepreſentations of 
Facts, and even altering them by ancien Gloſ: 
ſes and Inſinuations. 
You cannot imagine how edifying this is to our 
| 1 And to tell you one Inſtance only; I 
Eu a certain Knight of the Vhite Roſe, of equal 
Eſtimation for Loyalty, Wit, Learning, and Sin- 
cerity, who diſcarded his old Friend Miſ tho 
he had a long time been the Subject of his Pane- 
gyricks, to entertain his ingenious Admirers wWith 2 
0. : 
This malignant Diſpoſition of vilifying the * 
Adminiſtration, broke 925 early after King Vil- 
Lam s Acceiiion to the Throne, and from the very | 
Men that had been moſt zcalcus in accompliſi- 


Jos 5 as we are told PL. a Perfon of nv 


1 Ax 5 — 2 
— 


Fay 


32 SY Ss | 45 | 2 ; | 
4 . 9 . 


| a 
in a Diſcourſe publiſhed in 1689. Theſe mn” 
 muring ſeditious Spirits, ſays he, after ſhameful 7e- 
trafting from their early Officiouſneſs in the Encon- 
ragement 0 the late Expedition of the then Prince 4 
Orange, fell in as zealouſly with thoſe that oppos d 
his Meaſures to preſerve the Government he had 
aſſum'd at their Requeſt. „ 
I The View of the Leaders of ſuch Mur murers, 
with whatever Colour they diſguiſe their Ambi- 
tion or Revenge, is the moſt mercenary and miſ- 
chievous that any Men can have. For without 
any Regard to the publick Peace, or the Safety. 
of the Kingdom, they are, at all Hazards, for 
_ embroiling and perplexing Affairs, that they may 
enter at the Breach they make. Coil Diffentions' 
ſays the Author of the Conteſts in Athens and 
Rome, never fail of introducing aud ſpiriting the 
Ambition of. private Men, who then become the In 
n or deciding ſuch 9 7 and at laſt are 
we to ſeize on the Prize. We have other Inftan- 
ces of their Behaviour, in a Treatiſe publiſh'd- 
about the ſame Time. Theſe Diſcontented are a 
Sort of Ominous Birds, always hovering about City 
and Suburbs, preſuming to miſrepreſent, argus, an 
arbitrate the great Affairs of State; and ſuch is tte 
licentious Liberty they tale to themſelves, that they 
cenſure,” arraign, and condemn what and whom ttey 
Pleaſe. Even.againſt the Sitting of Parliament, they 
ned and appear m whole Flights and Flocks, 
brooding of falſe News, and bodirg . ; 
\ Thefe Old V higs, as they call'd themſelves, find- 
Ing there' were not Places enough for them all, 
es out of Humour with thoſe that got into. 
em; and were careſs d and extoll'd as the only 
Patriots, by ſuch as before had never given them 
aà better Word than Republicans, Rebels and Tray- 
tors. The Writers among them fell upon the 
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„ 
Fame Topicks Cato has been handling; and in a 
Year or two's Time, the Miniſters are in a Lump 
charg d with Bribery and Corruption; all the A. 
tillery of the Ancients and Moderns are pointed 
againſt them; notwithſtanding, as one of their 
| beſt Authors acknowledges in the very Beginning 
ll of his Preface, That there was @ Flut an foot for 
2" — - fſubverting the poſes Government, as bas 794 
| dim beyond all Contradiction. However, he let 
himſelf to declaim againſt the 1 al 
| Avarice of the Miniſtry, other Words for Holy | 
2 and Appointments ; and with much Oftentation of 
* Reading, like Cato, ranſacks the Stores ef Anti: 
_ © quity, to __ thoſe Gentlemen, who moſt un: 
worthily held the Stations due only to his own 


Merit, and that of his Friends. I Hall inflauce, 
ſays Cato the FPirſ, only in the moſt flouriſhing Vies, 
Auvarice and Ambition: and then he comes upon 
us with, Ilicet Ambitio naſci, &c. ITben Lucan, 
Hinc rapti faſces prelio, &c. Then Appian, then 
Petronius, with Venalis Populus, Venalis Curia Pa- 
trum, Then Seneca, Res ventoſa. Then. Faler, 
Maximus, Utinam nibil eorum qua I irtuti debentur, 
mere pecunia liceret : And then Fetruniu Again, 


Hure tam perdita Roma pry 17 8 


1 


5. fe 


+  *Tis ſure enough, the Greek and Roman Hiſto- 
ies will furniſh” us with Variety of Inſtances of 
ambitious and corrupt Governors, as well as of 
the Injuſtice of popular Clamour againſt the moſt 
Uncorrupt and Moderate, Camillus, who ſo often 

 triumph'd over the Enemies of Rome, was driven 

from the City by the Nojſe and Rage of a Facti - 
on, who accus'd him of Bribery : The common 


Charge, where high Stations put Men in the way 0 


1 
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of Fortune. His Accuſers were the Men whom - 

he had lately. led. to Victory; and their Zeal for: 
the Intereſt. of the Republick, flam/d out, upon 
his denying them the Plunder of the Faler iam, 
who ſent Ambaſſadors. to make their Submiſſion; 
to him in this very handſome manner: The: Ro- 
mans preferring Fuſtice before Vidory, have. tat 
1 to embrace Jubmiſpon ratber thau Liberty and we 


cannot confeſs our jelves ſo much inſerior in Strength; 
as. ve acknowledge them to be fuperior in Vintis : 
Yet, for. that he would not give them the Pillage 


ofthe City, they rail d 50 im as 2 Hater of ibo 
People, and an Oppoſer of the Intereſt 4 
21 One of For: Cata's, Lucius Ihr Eber 
to. an | AO pon an, oy EY 
tho? & Proof he had to uce, yy 4 
a Gate = wo brought from Faleriz, by the 
e of th ul, who had filbd the Roman 
Treaſury with Wen "Ion er Lucius s Cry pre- 
vail'd ; Camillus; was b and return d not 
to. ate but to 3 ber .— the Captivity 
af Barbarians, which was coming yy her, by 
he Encouragement. ſhe had given to ſuch Pas 
triots as Apulezns. Indeed, if we look ever ſo 
19 5 into Hittory, we Sg find, that theſe pub- 
lick Spirits have in all Times been ſet to Work 
by 2 Dit en e n au My 


One would have. imagia'd; by What 1 bare 
quoted out of the abovementioned. Treatiſe, that 
every Soul in the Miniſtry and Parliament bought 
bus RRC) Ki 47 do in France; and that thoſe 
who exclaim d ſo againſt the Practice, would 
imitate the Example we are put in Mind of; 
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While the War laſted, they were 


E 


railing at Taxes, our Loſſes at 8 and 
- 6ccafioned "chiefly by not giving Money, 
or not giving it in due Time and 1 rtion, | 
Wich they themſelves prevented. of 


See the Spirit and Cant of Cato, in a Pam. phlet 
publiſhed. 169 2. Our Loſſes are the erhalt 
ing of the "Wealth; the Stock of the Nation, 
in the vaſt Sums drawn out from thence, for 
« the Uſe of foreign Countries, and the *nume- 
<;rous Troops? paid in thoſe Countries: And at 
«the ſame Time that our Suſtenance goes out, 
it is hindred from coming in to us; we loſin wm 

<-every- Day in Trade; the Profit of that ſtill 

< cut from us: And this muſt needs be ſo, ſince 
< the French remain Maſters of the Sea, Sc. 
This was written, as the Author owns, ſoon after 
Admiral Ruſſel had pur t them into the Maſtery of 
the ——— y entirel beating their Fleet, 1 A 


ng it at La Hague. Again, Is it not a 
Abſurdhty to think we ſhall have other 
TED, than we have had? And what has that 
<:heen?: At Flerus we receive a Rout where we 
loſe a good Part of an Arm Geh 
Fear, if we are not beaten in the + 
5! Time, ee in the Rove, $579 | 
en us at going off. Mons is taken — : 


o ear; Namur the next: The other Towns 
muſt gothe'ſame Way of Courſe ins Campaign 


. or two; tho' to take a Kind of Revenge, Wwe 


* ſhould attack the French with as much Advan- 

<. tage and Succeſs as we did at Steinkirk,” How®- 
_ < ever, we are ſtilb raiſing vaſt Sums to ſupply our 
« Armies ; as if this was really to do us geg © 


Thus we os their Practices have from the Be- 


ke aß ng been the ſame, and ſo they always will“ 


* from the ſame bad Principles. His 
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Majeſty -in his late; moſt Gracious Speech from 
the Throne, is pleaſed to oblerve, They endeavour 
to impute to m Government. the Miſchiefs and Cas 
lamities which they alone create and WAY Ra 
There would be no End of it, if 1 owe gs 
about to enumerate the ſeveral Treatiſes of 
like Nature, that were written by ſuch as term'd 
themſelves Old V higs z who were applauded and 
cajod by the Enemies to the Government, as 
real Torres. In a Diſcourſe which came out 
Anno 1692. entituled, Short Conſiderations on the 
preſent State of Affairs; the Author, laying aſide 
the profeſs'd Enemies of our Eſtabliſhment, treats 
of the Murmurers, the Diſcuntented, the Envious, 
and the Buſy-Body ; and enlarges on thole pre- 
tended JV higs, who would rather venture the 


Wreck of the Ship, than not have a Hand at the 


Helm. "206 They are too rigid Examiners, fays . 
« he, of the Miſtakes of thoſe that are not in 


« their good Graces. They ay | eee | 


« and expoſe the frail Side of ſuch as on't 
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'& Joſt, than be obſtinate to ma 
a more ſlippery 


are always 


4 too honeſt for the reſt; jealous and envious 
par : * of one anden Favour and Preferaient ; every 


6 9 ? 9 
=” 


33 


4 b0 Places ef Profit and Credit as the 305 fh 


* Leprofy did * to the Walls of the Hou- | 
* ſes; und you muſt go out of them to get 
t« clear of the infektion. 1 hope the good Senfe 
4 of thoſe that are at preſent unlucklly bia ſſed 
2 them, will reſtrain them from finking the 
eſſel in which they are imbark d, tho the 
« Helm be not committed to them, I promiſe 
ſelf, that Perſons of Underſtanding and 


« © oriägs in the World, will rather find out 


4 Means to recover the Ground the of fay we 255 
e the 

are carried upon 1 

1 Precipice, where the next Step muſt be inevi- 


table Ruin, of 
IIs not ſo l „but we can remember, 


for thefe pret by atriots M e at 
Occaſion of Complaint, and re qu 
one 


7, till they 


Gar etoa To to upbraid the Whigs, wa was 


dedicated to King Wilkam, not 


in a Diſcour 
orementioned Was blithed ; 


bong after the 
Not two of the bigs are of the fame Mind. 
They have no Government : 57 no Diſcipline | 


in their Party, no Firmneſs to one another, or 
to any Point. Their great P. Fo—y, turns 
& Cadet, and carries. Arms under the General of 
* the Weft-Saxons. © The two Har—ys, Father 
& and 9 1 AE þ ineers undet the abe Lieus 
& tenant of the Ordnance, and bomb any Bill 
ct which he has once reſolved to reduce to IN 
& tho it were for Recognition, or N thin 

« that is moſt neteſſary to our Security. 1 
laughing, deſpifing, or railing 

« one another. Some of then are too Wie, 
« ſame of them too witty, and ſome of them 
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4 Man thinking! himſelf fitteſt to be at the 
Head of Affairs, and hating and reflefting 
4 upon thoſe Who are fo, and deſpiſing to be go- ; 
ct yerned or directed by them; while the Tories 
on the contrary, have but one Heart, on 
Voice, one Purſe, and one Intereſt ; excuſe 
and juſtify one anothers Faults, Ge. In this 
Manner did theſe Cato's continue ſowing Diviſiong 
in the moſt difficult and perilous Junctures; by . 
which Means the War was rendred unfortunate, 
and the Peace . — :. However, no ſyoner 
was the Ryſpick Treaty concluded, than the Cla- = 
mour, as loud and turbulent as ever, was con- 
tinued againft the Soldiery, Iriſh forfeited Efates, 


the Treaty of Partition, and every Act of Go- 
vernment. The Noiſe they made about 1riſþ for. 
feited Eſtates, produc'd the Act of Reſumption; and 
twelve Truſtees were appointed to manage that 
Affair in Treland, who were contented with 
15001. 4 Year a-piece, beſides Charges, to ſerve 
their King and Country in an Employment ſo be- 
neficial to the Publick ; of which we have a good 
Account in a Treatiſe, entituled, Fns Regnum 5 
ſuppoſed to be written, by one of the greateſt 
Lawyers of the Age. If when their Rights 
. axe ſecur d Wonen Proteſtant Purchaſers, ſays 
. «< he to the Tenants and Improvers, and the 
„ ſeveral Claimants have reap'd the full Benefit 
_ % of their Claims; the Product of the Reſuming 
„ Act will be but very little more than the Ad- 
% vantage which will accrue to the ib Truſtees 
and the Pleaſure and Satisfaction which our 
e Enemies will have, in ſeeing the King's Grants 
* reſum' d after a Manner unknown in this Land 
before, and the Rewards, of their Services 
| & taken from thoſe great Men who followed 
« his Fortune, and were Inſtruments in the 
BEST > 8. = 24-4 | M an Hand 
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« Hand of God to deliver us from Por 
Slavery: Tis hoped, that the Wi dom and 


Cel - 


1 | 


th of the Nation, will-not think it their f 
ntereſt to adhere to what they have been led 

into by the falſe Suggeſtions of Men, who | 
« have had more Regard to their private Gain, 


* than to the Glory and true Intereſt of England. 


« If after the 752 


ruftees have ſpent three Years | 
* Rents of thoſe 


orfeitures, in the Execution | 


d of that Tu, and the Claimants have been at 
* 100,000 l. Charge in their Journeys from their 4 


reſpective Countries to Dublin, and in proſe- 
« ting tho Claims; and the whole Ki 4 
has that Courſe of Time been 1 
with the Juriſdiction of twelve arbitrary Men; 
< all that Exgland will gain by it, will be no 
« more than the Charge the Claimants have been 
« at, Kc. it can hardly be doubted, but all 
<« « thoſe that love our Conſtitution, are for ſup- 
the preſent Government, and have a 
egard to what is trul honourable and juſt, 
6 « wi reſtore to the ſeveral Perſons, &c. Shou'd 
we find A himſelf among theſe twelve arbi- 
ir „ what would become of all that 
rt 30 Spirit and Diſintereſt, which have given 
Credit to his Letters ? Should we not be very. 
wiſe, to conceive an ill Opinion of the preſent 
Managers, on his bare Word; or be again miſled 


by the the falſe Suggeſizons of Men who have had more 
| Regard to their private Gain, than to the Glory and 


true Intereff of England. For very plain it is, 
that Self has been always at the Bottom; Favour 


and eee e ee e ee as 


Dryden tells us; 


Scme by their Rnd, more by e thought viſe, : 
ara wy power to which 2 cannot 3 1 | 


Fs 1 $3; #9 : | 
Several of theſe old Independent Vhigi, after they 
had ſacrific'd their Underſtanding and Honeſty 
to Pique and Reſentment, gave themſelves up 
Body and Soul to the Tories; and tho' they came 
reęking out of a Conventicle, became as flaunch 
Chn#chmen' as the Weſt-Saxon General, 'who made 
it his Brag, that he had not been at Church in 
Seven Years, What ſays the Learned Author of 
ra Populi Anglicuni, in his Preface ? Is not R 
H 2 Ringleader in this Tory: Furty? 'Is not his 
Brother E. a leading Member? Does not he attend 
all Ordinances, and as conflartly every Week-day 
frequent the Service of the Church ( for his is 4 
Church- Furty) in St. Stephen's Chapel, as he does 
the Conventicle every Lord Day? Are not the 
 Fo—ys, Win — tons, St. John, Ha—vy of Weymouth, 
Bar—ſton, H n, R- gh, and others of that 


Leven, Member of that Fruternity? Are not Sir 


Edward Seymour, Sir Chriſtopher Muſgrave, 
and Forty more at this uery Time, Members of the 
| H——ſe of Com — , and of this Tory Furty? 
Which ſhews us, that not only now, but when- 
ever ſuch a Sort of; a Cato ſhall ariſe from among 
the Whigs, he will be the Favourite of the Tories, 

and deſerts with that View-only. If he makes 
a Confcience of abandoning his former Principles 


entirely, and takes care of the Main Stake in 


Time, tis as much as can be expected, and all 
the Atonement he can make for the Zvil he would 


have done, and the Dangers he was running us 


into: And I ſhould be willing to think of a Per- 
ſon of his Education and Knowledge , that as 
Mionſieur Rochefancault obſerves, There was more 

Vanity than Malice in his Epiftles, Ou eft d' Or- 
dinaire plus mediſant par Vamte que par Malice. 
That the Sufferers by the South-Sea beß pleas d 


with him, is not at all ſtrange. The) had by 
FF bt Wy. 4 their 
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cheir Madneſs and Folly fella n Bladder 
they bought, till it burſt, and had Wind of 

it 2 their Purchaſe, This judiciqus and impar- 
tial Advocate of theirs, wipes off both the Folly 
and Madneſs, and lays it on thick upon every Man 
in the Miniſtry; which muſt needs be andy 

delighting to ſuch as have indeed wo 2 to | 
* but themſelves. 
II you talk to him of the happy. Alis b 
ſtration in the Beginning of his Majeſty — 
and the ſuppreſſing of a horrid \and'idef{ | 
Rebellion; - He cries out, Soutb-Sga !::Dell hi — 


preſerving the Balance of Europe, and the ſecu- 
ring to us the Trade of the Mediterranean ; he has 
Font h. Sea for you again. Mention to him the 
Snadruple Alliance, which binds the ee Po- 
tentates, not only hong the Proteſtants, but 
even among the Fapi ſts, to x. hn aw our Proteſtant 
en her hed ok out Sont h- Sen. Name 
the ſeveral wiſe and happy Expeditions into the 
North, to keep the . there, and prevent 
Inſults on our Commerce, and per haps our Coaſts; ; 
South-Sea is his Word ſtill. In ſhort, there is not 
any one Act of the executive Power, ſince his 
Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne ;; tho advanta- 
geoùs and honourable for the moſt Part, and un- 
blameable in all, except where he has "South-Sta oy 
fo ſtandby him; but he anſwers with theunhappy a 
Turn which a Scheme took, that was form'&'by. 
the People "themſelves, and became unfortunate 
only by their Raſhneſs and Avarice. When a Man 
has done a fooliſh or wicked Thing, tis natural 
for him to lay the Fault on ſome one or other, 
who perhaps had no Hand in it. Self is the laſt, 
Perſon a Man will accuſe ; and tis very grati 
Fally ap the une Time tht ane 6 E: 
e (ning | 


15730 
fe the Loſs. . H, ay z ſuch a one, or h 
— * Had it 5 be fo Waben 1 2 NE» 


ver cums to that. Im fu 24 my. 7 — by it. 
and the Man ought to be pv udginent as 


—_—_ as Selt- intereſt r Are 87718 ſo 


r, that the dulleſt will preſently give into 
11 4, while Cato is cry ing out South. deu at a 
Perſon, he doubts not to have the Rabble halloo 


after him. What a. Noiſe did the Facobites and 


 Murmurers make with the Darien Buſineſs in 
King William's Reign? The Eugliſ clamour'd 
againſt eſtabliſhing that Company in Scotland, 
one of his Majeſty's Kingdoms: The Scots made 
as great Qutcry at the Diſcouragements it met 


with from England: Here the Faction roar'd 


aloud at its being done; there they roar'd louder. 
ſtill at its being undone; and Darie was then 
as ſerviceable to the Mnrmarers and Jucobites for 


Cato. bs 
. i e Fontaine cou d fox of your Makers of 


ou. 


Dien ne crea 2 que pour ler Sots 


Los mechans lit de bons Mots 3 05 * 


God angles made: the Fe oft 8 only for Fools » 1 
For whom then were the Diſtributers of Political” 


Scandal made? Scandal tickles, tho without Pa 
and Faction; but when it falls upon a Side, tis 
Wit to every one elſe. If it ſhaves cloſe, it plea- 
ſes for its Keenneſs: Tho, it may be, the Reader 
has never the better Opinion af the Writer fort J 
05 he feels in himſelf a ſecret Pleaſutre in what 


e think gives another Pain. Tis a Frailty of 


Nature: Men are apt to fancy themſelves much 


bandſomer than they are, when an uglier Fellow 


ah in ee, and meaſure their own P@fecti- 


+. 


a Lear or two, As South. Sea has been * ot ; 
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ens by the Failings of others. Tis a hard Mat- 
ter to look on Grandenr and Eminence without 
Envy; and whatever helps to bring them nearer 
to our Level, cannot but be to our Mind. Thus, 
without entring into the Merits or Truth of the 


Matter, the Reader takes the ſame Delight in it, 


as thoſe that are in the take in looking on 


thoſe that are in the wet; they care not who they 


Weather. *Tis a certain Sign of an ill Heart, ſays 
one of the politeſt Writers of our Times, to be 
inclin'd to Defamation. They who are harmleſs and 
innocent, can have no Gratification that way; but it 


ever ariſes from a Neglect of what is laudable in a 
Man's ſelf, and an Impatience of ſeeing it in another. 


Little Minds think Fame conſiſts in the Number of 
Votes they hade on their Side among the Multitude. 

The Laxy, the Idle, and the Froward, are the Perſons 
who are moſt pleas'd with Scandal. Cirero, in one 
of his Pleadings defending a Client of his from 


Purpoſe: ce There are 1 have particular 
* Engagements to the Proſe 

« who are known to have ill Will to him for 
«« whom I appear: There are many, who are na- 
_ turally addicted to Defamation, and envious of 


are, as long as they themſelves are out of the 


— 


era] Scandal, ſuch as Cato's,. ſpeaks to this 


tor ʒ there are many, 


* any Good to any Man, who may have contri» 


<« buted to ſpread Reports of this Kind. For no-. 
&« thing is ſo ſwift as Scandal, nothing is more 


< ealily ſent abroad, nothing receiv'd with more 
«< Welcome, nothing diffuſes it felt fo unrverſfal. 


* If, &c. How agreeable to this are the Senti- 


ments of the Author of the Spectator, Ne. 451 ? 


Where he ſpeaks of attacking the Reputation of 


Great and Worthy Men by Iendo's and Allego- 


ries, the Diſguiſe and whole Art of the Letter- 


Writer, Every one, ſays that Jogenious jo” 


1 
who has in him the Sentiment: of a Chriſtian or a 
Gentleman, cannot but be highly offended at this wick< 
ed and ungenerons Practice; which is ſo much in ue 
among us at preſent, that it is become a Kind of N- 
tional Crime, and diſtinguiſbes us from all the Gouern- 
ments that lye about us. I cannot but look upon the. 
fineſt Strokes of Satyr, which are ain d at patticular 
Perſons, and which are 1 upported even with the Ap- 
pearances of Truth, to be the Marks of an evil Mind, 
and highly criminal in themſelves. Infamy, like other 
Puniſhments, is under the Direction and Diſtribution. 
of the Civil Magiſtrate, not of any private Perſon. 
Accordingly, we learn from a Fragment of Ciceso, 
That tho there were very few Capital Puniſhments in 
the Twelve Tables, a Libel or Lampuon, which taok 
away the good Name f another, was to be pumſh'd . 
with Death, But this is far from being our Caſe, 
Our Satyr is nothing but Ribaldry; Scurrility paſſes 
for Vit, and be who can call Names in the greateſt Ta- 
riety of Phraſes, is look'd upon as the ſbrewdeft Pen. 
By this means the Honour of Families is ruin d; the 
higheſt Poſts and greateſt Titles are render d cheap and 
vile in the Sight of the People; the nobleſt Virtues 
and moſt exalted Parts expos'd to the Contempt of the 
vicious and 1gnorant. 2 . 

I might have made uſe of the ſame Terms, Ig- 
worant and Vicious, in my Fourth Article of ſuch 
as have been delighted with the Epiſtles of Cato, 
| but I contented my ſelf with mentioning only the 
Weak and Ignorant. - Wiſe and Honeſt Men make 
a Conſcience of impoſing on the Underſtandings 
of theſe People; but there are ſome, who to get a 
Name — as cheap as they can, care not what 


it coſts others. Can the Ignorant and Weak judge of 
the Power of the Prince, the Rights of the People, 
the Neceſſity of Laws, and the Merits of Mini- 
ſters? Can a blind Man judge of Colours? But he 


can feel when he's ſtricken; and the Weak and 
gnorant underſtand what you mean by Tyranny, 
ppreſion, Bribery, Avarice, and the like. They 
doubt not, Cato mens Mn Reaſon for what 
he ſays; and without it, they can't imagine a 
Man cou d be fo wicked as to ſay it. They take 
every thing for granted; Credulity | being the 
Hy Child of Ignorance, as well as Devotion. Com- 
bien de gens font _ parce qu on ne les connoit 
s aſſez.? Kc. ſays the Abbot Bellegarde in his 
eflections, Sur des Sentiments mode ſtes; How 
„many Men are eſteem'd, becauſe they are not 
&< enough known? They diſguiſe themſelves fo 
4 artfully, tis impoſſible to find out what they 
<4 are in the Infide. The Multitude are eaſily 
& dazzled with the Luſtre of falſe Merit. Men 
“ of Senſe and Knowledge of. the World are not 
« deceived. Every one wou'd paſs:his Judgment 
« on the publick Affairs, to have it thought he 
4 does not want Capacity: But it commonly hap- 
_ < pens the quite contrary; and by endeavouring 
© to ſhew:he knows ſomething, he makes appear 
that he knows nothing at all. Intereſt and Incli- 
nation are the general Biaſs, and the Bulk of 
« Mankind judge as they are guided by Paſſion 
z » H/ 27206 = Tad 47 401 Þt | 
_ Having ſpoken of the ſeveral Kinds of | Admi- 
rers of Cato, 1 affected, I cannot forbear ad- 
ding a Word or two of the Merit of his Perfor- \ 
mance. I ſhall not here enter into the Detail of 
His Topicks; but obſerve in general, That after 
his way of thinking and writing, there never was, 
and never will be a Government, which ſuch a 
State-Mender may not ſet himſelf to work about 
nor a Miniſtry which he may not viltty. 
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Out of Ticitus, Salluſt, and their Commenta- 
tors; out of Matchiavel, Sidney, Harrington, Locke, 
and other Modern Authors, he is furniſh'd at an 
eaſy rate with popular Sentiments of Tyranny and 
Liberty. The Hiſtory cf Favourites gives him 
Matter enough to declaim on Corruption and Op- 
preſton: And whenever he meets with a Sejanus, 
a Gaveſton, a Villiers, he need only write under 
the Picture, Earl of Sunderland, Earl Stanbope 3 
and the Vulgar as naturally cry out, How like it 
7s as the Midwife bleſſes herſelf for the Sem- 
blance of a Child, which the ſuppos d Father ne- 
ver had the getting of. | 

The Concern this Patriot has for the Common- 
wealth muſt certainly be very extraordinary, 
when he breaks thro' the Laws of Integrity, De- 
cency, and Humanity to fupport it; juſt like a 
French Abbct I have read of, who ſquander'd 
away his Patrimony on Sycophants and Paraſites, 
and caus d this W z ye to e enge over 5 has: 
I Going Ft BE ©: 1 


= Non 10500 fed. Reipublica yati fis un. $a 
Ve are born not for our ſelf, but for the Republic 


Abundance of theſe publick- {pirited Writers have 
appear'd in our Days, as Tutchin, Leſley, Old. 
worth, Dunton, Foe. They axdgeobþeen | wakeful, 
when all the reſt of the — — been aſleep; 
and diſcover'd Diſorders and Dangers beyond the 
Reach of Second Sight: Like thoſe arch Orators, 
who amuſe yon with Jargon and Cant, while their 
Fellows pick your Pocket. 

If the Leiter-Writer was really ſo condern 4. 
as he pretends to be, he would at this Time of 
| Day have ſomething elfe in his Head beſides 
: Places and Preferments. 8 we are on * 

þ 8 
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Side alarm'd with Plots and Conſpiracies to de- 
ſtroy our Religion and Conſtitution, to ſeize the 
Tower, burn the City, murder the Royal Fami- 
ly, invade the Kingdom, and deſolate it with 
Slaughter and Rapine; this 'zealous Patriot, with 
2 for ſuch Trifles, has nothing in 
. th but Sonth<Sea. Is the D——1 and Sir 
F. R. a R— Hf? 

Death has remov'd the Gentlemen who. gave 
him Offence. Not one of thoſe now in Office 
was ſuſpected of encouraging or countenancing 
that odious Scheme, without which his Envy, 
es and Invention had been uſeleſs; yet his 
Outcry is the ſame ſtill. No ſooner can any one 
par 0 the King King's Livery, but he ſmuts it and 

ens it, to diſguiſe him to the Loyal and 
Well. affected. There can no Body come in, 
_ he is ont, — — he will be a Flatterer, a Ty- 

a Sonth-Sea Man; and out with him, to 
ae room for the 28 diſintereſted Cato. 
It a Man proſecutes the Guilty, he's a Perſecntor : 
If he defonde the Innocent, he is a Screen. And 
thus by aſſerting boldly, arguing dphiſtically, 
demanding every thin granting ncthing, 
by malicious Turns an Fleet Allegories, he 
Ins put forth a Bandle of Letters, whach, leaving. 
| out Fonth - Sea, and ſhifting Names, wou'd ſerve as 
well for any Government and any Ave, from the 
Time of the true Cato to that of the feigned one. 
It being only, as I have obſerv'd, to ſuppoſe Au- 
thority is Oppreihon, and Favour Corruption ; 
and then, as the Poets do, give what Names _ 
Cha racters he pleaſes to his Actors. 

This Itch of cenſuring Miniſters, is as old a8 
Miniſtry; and when Envy and Malice have had 
nothing elſe to fay, they have fallen fo low as 
Men's Diet and Habits, The Atlenians 2 

19108 
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Cimon for drinking Wine, the Romans accns'd 
Scipio of Sleeping ; and the Enemies of Pompey the 
Great, obſerviug he ſcratch'd his Head with one 
Finger, upbraided him with that; as Oldſworth 
did the late Earl of Godolpbin with having a 
Race Hor ſe, and the Earl of Sunderland a Library; 
very honeſtly inſinuating, that the former made 
an ill Uſe of the one, and the latter no Uſe at 
all of the other. Thus the Letter-Writer throws 
in private Failings and Imperfections, not only 
to ſet a Mark on his Perſons, but to add to their 
Reproach. For, ſays Plutarch, as a Freckle or 
„Mole in the Face is more prejuilicial than 
4 Stains, Maims, and Scars in the reſt of the 
Body; fo, little Favlts diſcern'd in the Lives 
of Princes and Stateſmen, appear great, thro? 
„an Opinion moſt Men have conceiv d 
« vernment and Policy; which they look on as a 
great and excellent Thing, and ſuch as ought 
4 tobe pure from all Abſurdity and Imperſect ion. CERES 
On this Account it is that Cato deſcends to com- : 
mon Blemiſhes of Life, knowing full well if he 
can beſpatter the Man, the Miniſter will not come 
off clean. The Rage of his Writings, which is 
miſtaken for Genius and Spirit, has the Effect di. 
rectly oppoſite to what he ſeemingly intends, and 
what I more than once have obſerv'd to be the 
main Scope of his Deſign, The ſame Plua/ch 
telle us," That tho Demoſthenes us d a reproach- 
ful manner of ſpeaking in his Pleadings, yet his 
Philippicks are clean and free from all Scoſing and 
Scurrility: Fer ſuch Diſcourſes do not wnly more 
diſgrace the Speaker than the Hearers, or ihoje 
againſt whom they are-/poken: but do moreover breed. 
| Confuſion in Affairs, and diſturb Counſels and Aj- 
| ſemblies. One wou'd think the feign'd Cato had 
ſomewhere. or other met with a Saying of the 


* 


(3 | True, 


| ao } 
; True, who had oppos'd Pompey in his joinin 
with Ceſar, and aſtewards ſided himſelf with — 
ſame Pompey, giving it as his Opinion, that the 
Conduct of the State ſhow'd be committed to him, 
with this Saying, Thoſe who are capable to do the 
greateſt Miſchiefs are fitteſt to put a Stop to them. 
But the Letter-Writer ſhews us too plainly, he's 
conjuring up a Storm, which he knows not how 
to lay, and is by no means fit to put a Stop to 
the Miſchief he has done. His Spirit is far from 
being a healing one; nor has he learnt the Leſſon 
taught by Plutarch, In all Diſputes with Fellow- 
Citizens, tis beſt to manage them by making uſe of 
pure and ſimple Pretences; and not by ſharpning and 
ompoi ſoning Matters, as if they were Weapons, with 
 Calummes, Malice and Threats, to render them per- 
Mcions, great, and publick. The Sophiſtry and 
Malignity of his Arguments muſt now ſtrike all 
honeſl and reaſonable Minds with Horror, as 
they did before with Indignation. Had I in any 
one Inſtance, ſays our moſt Gracious Sovereign 
from the Throne, intaded the Liberty or Property 
of my Subjects, I ſhou'd the leſs wonder at any Endea- 
vonrs to alierate the Affectious f my People, and 
draw them into —_— that can end in nothing but 
their Deſtruction. No, not in one Inſtance has the 
Liberty or Property of the Subject been invaded, 
tho' Cato has charg'd the Adminiſtration with ſo 
many. What a Wound muſt it give to every 
Loyal Heart, to fee ſo much Royal Goodneſs 
and Clemeacy, ſo mild and fo juſt a Govern- 
ment, malign'd and inſulted, as is done in his 
Letters, by falſe and injurious Inſinuations? Such 
Writers are not ſo daring, as to throw off the 
Mask, and make a dire& Attack upon the Sove- 
reign. - But who ſees not, that their Endeavour 
is to reach him thro? the Sides of his Seryants ; 
Wo gy tie ne 
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and the moſt Able, the moſt Faithful, are ſare 
to feel the ſevereſt Strokes of their Satyr and 
. 1 <4 
To what End all this Calumny and Rage? Is 
not Cato rather dazzled with the Luſtre of ſhining 
Merit, and enflam'd with ine 4 than with a 
laudable Zeal for the publick Good? Son merite 
eblouit il vos yieux jaloux ? ſays an Elegant French 
Author. Does his Merit dazzle your jealous Eyes f 
Are you afraid he'll ontſhine yon? What will you get, 
after having deſtroy'd him by your Scandal? Von d 
you raiſe your Reputation on the Ruin of his? Satisfy 
your ſelf ; all the Ill you ſay of bim, does your ſelf 
more Injury than it does him. Tou are look'd upon 
as an envious Man, which is not at all agreeable to the 
Charafer of a Man of onour. 5 5 
What has been ſaid, are Hints only furniſh'd 

by reading, to be improy'd by your own better 
Judgment. It will ſerve, in ſome meaſure at 
leaſt, to prove, that as the Enemies to our Eſta- 
bliſhment have been plottiag its Deſtruction ever 
ſince it was eſtabliſhed ; ſo ambitious and Pe 
nate Men have been always ready to dod them 
der vice, by their unjuſt and malicious Repreſen- 
tations of Perſons and Things. The Faction re- 
ceives theſe Deſerters with open Arms; and when 
through Pride and Pique they take Offence at the 
-publick Management, they tail not to careſs and 
cajole the common Enemy, to ſtrengthen them- 
ſelves by their Applauſe and Numbers. | 
Some of them have gone ſo far, as to renounce 
all Sentiments of Gratitude, as well as Duty; 
.and when they have acquir'd Wealth, Honours, 
and even Merit by the good Opinion their Coun- 
try had conceived of them, have thrown all their 
Weight into the oppoſite Scale, and contributed 
as much as in them lay to the Deſtruction of the 
He, | ; g OWer 
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Power that rais d and enrich'd them. All the 
Moraliſts that ever wrote, have wanted Words 
to expreſs their Horrot of the Vice of Ingrati- 
tude, with reſpect to Benefits between Man 
and Man, But when Men have been highly'ob- 
liged by the .Common-wealth, and forgettin 
their Duty and Obligations, fall in with her 
Enemies to e themſelves of private Inju- 
ries; What muſt be the Compoſition of ſuch 
Minds, and of what Wickedneſs may not one 
think em capable? Cicero, in his Oration to 
che People of Rome, after his Return from Exile, 
teaches us how to behave towards the Publick, 
| in Caſe of receiving Injuries from particular Per- 
| | fons. After all, ſays he, I ſhall always be more in 
| | Hain to find Occaſion to ſhew ny Gratitude for the 
Benefits I have'receiv'd, than to revenge the Inſults 
| aud Perſecution of my Enemies; it being much eaſier 
13 to revenge an Injury than be grateful for a Benefit , 
1 vecauſe we can with more Eaſe ſurpaſs the wicked. 
| | than equal the worthy : Beſides, it is not always ſo ne- 
re ſſary to render evil to ſuch as have done us evil, as 


| | good to thoſe from whom we have receiv'd it. We 
1 onght to lay aſide all Ani moſity and Hatred, in Cun- 
fideration f the Commonwealth and publicli Utility. 


Ttis not juft to confine the Memory of Benefits to Times 
and Days; and in a word, he, who is moſt mode- 
rate in bis Reſentments, will not fail of Applanſe 
on every Side: Whereas, on the contrary, we with 
Reaſon blame a Man, who having been obliged in the 
' moſt” extraordinary Manner, emits any Opportunity 
of acknowledging it, and not only call him ungratef ul, 
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If Cicero thought it impions not to acknow- 
ledge Benefits, what would he have ſaid of ſuch 
as having been, as one may ſay, nurs'd, fed, fat. 
den d, and even fondled by the ATT 5 
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J 
ould turn upon her, as the Serpent on the 
Dare that warm d and reviv'd it? What Shame 
muſt the Republick take to her ſelf, for having been 
deceiv d by Appearances ; and how uncapable 
muſt the ungrateful Man be of ſuch a Sentiment, 
who at the ſame Time that he uſes all his Arts 
and Eloquence to diſturb and diſtreſs her, ſhines 
only in her Ornaments, and has no Power to hurt 
her, but what he receiv'd from her Favour and 
Bounty? What need one. obſerve, that only the 
baſeſt Souls are ſubject to this Vice, even in In- 
ſtances between Particulars? But with Regard 
to the Publick, to whom, without any acquir'd 
Obligation, we owe all that we have, or can; 
if a Perſon proves ungrateful, nothing can bind 
him to the Practice of Honour, nor will che 
Common- wealth be ever ſafe in him. -He muſt 
hate it of Courſe, becauſe he has injur d it: For 
no Man ever did an Injury, but he ever after 
hated the Perſon he injur d. An ungrateſul Man 
muſt have abandon d all Sentiments of Virtue 
and Generoſity, and conſequently can never re- 
pent. One Wickedneſs naturally leads him to 
another; and repeated Acts of the ſame vile 
Nature, confirm him in Ingratitude and Maligni- 
ty, till at laſt he makes a Merit of both, and 
prides in thoſe Qualities, which are the De- 
teſtation of the virtucus and noble. How dan- 
gerous Men. of this Make are to the State, and 
what a Guard ought to be ſet on their Conduct, 
is obvious without further Reflection. | 
Since I took in hand to anſwer your Letter 
concerning Cato, I have ſeen an Advertiſement 
of a Pamphlet, written by him upon a ſtale Cla- 
mour againſt a Standing Army. I expect ſuch 
things from him, as we were wont to do the 
Lord Hater ſham's Speeches at the opening of eve- 
Fr SIE ; | 1 
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r Seſſion of Parliament; or Letters to the Free 1 
bolders and Citizens of London, againſt Elections. 
A As for a Standing Army ; if he had not bad b 
a Sort of a Flux of Writing upon him, he would 
ſurely have been fatisfied with the Pamphlets 
_ written by the diſaffected and Murmurers on the 
ſame Subject after the Treaty of Ryſwick ; ſome © 
of which F will recommend to him as Originals 
in the Kind, and they will be 6f great Service to 
him, if he ſhould take a Fancy to divert him- - 
ſelf again with this Argument: As, A Diſcourſe 
ſhewing, that a fanding Army is inconſi ent with a 
free Government, aud abſohitely deſtructive to the 
; Conflitutionof the Engliſh Monarchy 3 with A Dedi- | 
dication, Part I. 
Then a Diſcourſe ſnewing the very ame | 
TRIM; with a Preface, Fart II. KOI IO? 
Then a Poſtſcript. 4 
Then a Letter from the Author of theſe 'Pic 3 
_ courſes, Preface, and Poſtſcript, fo the Author of : 
the Balancing Letter. { 
Then the Militia reform'd, or an eaſy Scheme to 
furniſh England with a Land Army. 5 7 
Then a ſhort Hiſfory of flanding Armies in x- 
land, with a very long Preface. In which he will 
find Variety of Quotations out of Tacitus, A. Jel- 
lius, Livy, Cicero, Pliny, Valerius Maximus, 
Iybius, Seneca, Salluſt, Vegetius, the firſt Book of | 
Chronicles, the ee e Code, Ruſhworth's Col- 
lections, the Statute-Book, Kc. to prove that a 
great Army at the Will of a Tyrant is dange-- 
rous, and that the Laws of a Coumtry ſhould not 
lie at the Mercy of Soldiers; which is the very” 
Quinteſſence of the Arguments of theſe Cato's./ 
Therefore, becauſe the worſt of Princes have 
made the worſt Uſe of a ſtandifg Force, do not 


bat the beſt of . to make the beſt Uſes 
45 not 5 
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hör to defend his own Power atid-Prevegatlve, 
tit the Religion, Rights and Properties of his 
Top ' Beeauſe/a great Number of Forces have 
been found burthenſomeè and'dangerous in Times 
'of profound Peace, therefore 3 mall Number in 
the very Heat of Plots and © Conſpiracies to 
overwhelm us With Blood and Confuſion, are of 
no Uſe, and too much Expence, Becauſe the 
"Latedamonians and Romans had of old, and the 
| Swiſs 'now-a-days* have à regular and uſeful Mi- 
litia under the Pirection of the Civi! agiſtrates; 
therefore durs that ever was irregular, and never 
uſeful, ought to be truſted and depended upon. 
But what are the Romans and Lacedamonians to 
us? It is a prog way of arguing, to uſe the Words 
of a late noble Author, to apply the Precedent” 
Any one Time to another, unleſs all Things in botb 
Times did agree. Every thing is ſafe in any- Stats, 
"when that State is equal, if not ſuperior to thoſe about 
it. Lacedæmon and Rome were at leaſt upon tht 
fame Foot with their Neighbours, They were indeed 
far” ſuperio# to them. At Lacedæmon, they bred 
their Jouth to nothing but Var, or to other Exerti⸗ 
ſes that render d them fit for it. Their whole Repub- 
lick was à ſtanding Army, that threatned the ref 
f Greece: The Romans, in the Times of their Li- 
berty, were but alittle diſtinguiſhed from them * 
Tyey were all train d to War, aud no Man among them 
tould pretend to Eniployments, till he had revhou'd 
h ſo many Campaigns, and ſhew'd the Wounds he bad 
receiv'd in them. $9 that here was d Military Rez 
public. As for the $wiſs, let our Freeholders and 
their Heirs be liſted and exerciſed every Week 
without Pay, as the Men of Berne and Zurich 
are. Let their neglecting Duty, be puniſhed as 
it is there. Let them undergo the ſame Diſh 
Eipline of good Officers, and fee what an Outer 
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Home or Abroad, and are the Deſire and 1721 
ty of its Friends: Yet, as if they ſwarm'd >. 
over the Iſland, and every Penny that's paid for 
them was not ſpent in it, they do all they can 
; do frighten People with the Danger they are —_ 
F from them; aud ſo ſet them againſt Payments, 
Without which they cou'd not ſubſiſt. Soldiers 
and Subſidies are Topicks, which eaſil/ bear the 
Worſt Turn the Malice of Man can give them. 
45 4 And what ſays the laſt cited honourable Author 
_ to this? He is anſwering the Terrors endeavour. 
7 be infus'd into Mens Minds by the Writer of 
the Bale of Standing Armies. This ria 
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« C Conftitution... 
« What coor with all his rn 
« his Army to, but after Ten Years Cunduct and 
Succeſs, can give but ſmall Encouragement to 
« Day DRIES Se. n 
claim ſo much at certain man = 2 
Dangers from a Standing . are as le as 
all theſe things, as thoſe that write them; hut tis 
the Ward ＋ given this Seaſon Pl have 
Another next.  Santh-See: bar n twa or 
— War with Spain, . Pert-Mabone, Gibrater, 


came in Play in their Turn. The Czar carry'd 


away another of their Clamours with him to the 
Caspian, or elſe we ſnou'd have heard of the Fleet 
in the North: For tho, when they pleaſe, they 
make a great Noiſe for Ships and Sea- Service, yet 
whenever and where-ever Ships are ſent — 
tis expoſing the Nation, and putting us to 
leſs Cato is now: reduc'd to the old 
ſtanding rievance, an Army, and like Sir Mars 
tim Mar-all in the Farce, whe: 9 Mouths. after the 
Fation has done tuning to him. This ſame Fa- 
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N ptr bad Lad. Several Old Nehigt 
win needs he call -d; Join d with the Len 240 
ofthis Faction te dir ee ngdom and make 
the Duke bf Ai eaſy? to! 1 3 Throne of 
Spain; I ſhall loſe what I habe: t fy on this 
Head, With the Words of the Noble Auclibr I have 
befoye-tiwice quote@: Nd fell. 27 4 the 1. T catt- 
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Jome were then ſilent, ani others nent intb them wit 
as hearty Zeal for -Arbatrarinefs, fas they ſeem = 
0 put on for Liberty. The Methods they haue talen 
Inf, the War, have been ſo ill ui that em 
vill believe they art in earneſt, when they tali f Li: 
berty and Lam, who ſeem to have labour d hard to lay 
as open to Tnoaſion and Conqueſt; but they cou d 
not compaſs during the Mar, they hope nom to bring 
ubont by laying us afletp in Prace. Fon if ve let go a 
veal. Security, and truſt um imuginary one, we may pay 
tov dear for the Experiment, und be convincid of out 
Error, _ it will be 10 R in vun Power 17 correct 


it. +: 

There. are Gain 4 Themes, a theſs 
5 and ingenious Gentlemen declaim upon, 
to alienate the Minds of His Majeſty's Subjects. 
The more Ingenious diſcourſe of Taxes and Want 
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leſſening of the former, and the Increaſe of the 
latter; and having by their Clamour ſpirited up 


a Conſpiracy, which requires a confiderable xx. 4 


pence to ſuppreſs, they are very anxious about 
the National Debt, in which, perhaps, they ares 
no otherwiſe concern'd, than being the Cauſe of 

It. 1 de 
The more Zealous have at Heart, the little 
Effect modern preaching has had on the Morals 
of the Laity, the Growth of Deiſm, Ariamſm 
aud the like, notwithſtanding the many fea . : 
and eloquent Sermons to confound them in moſt . 
of the Pariſh Churches throughout the Kingdom, 
The Diſreſpect the inferior, looſe, illiterate and 
ignorant Prieſthood meet with, is with them of 
very omjnous Portent to the Safety of the 
Church; but not a Word of the juſt Reſpect and 
Eſteem, which every good and reaſonable Man 
pays to the learned and pious Clergy : As to the 


others, tho' the Independent Whig has confounded - 


the Order too much, where he has not ſo done, 
I cannot diſagree with him. e 
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